
Dear Parents,

Homeschooling is not easy, but it is a blessing and a journey that I have weathered myself going 
on 16 years now.  We all may have different reasons for making the choice to homeschool.  We 
may have different goals, different schedules, different experiences, and different educational 
philosophies.  Certainly, our kids do not all have the same abilities nor the same learning styles.  
But what we do all have in common is a love for Christ AND that we each love our kids the most 
and know them the best.  Having your child for one hour, one day a week, I do not promise that I 
will be able to accommodate every learning style and interest level.  I do not promise that they 
will love every homework assignment or classroom activity.  I do not promise that I won’t make a 
mistake or rub someone the wrong way unintentionally.  What I do promise is that I will love your 
child as if they were my own while they are in my care and I will put my whole heart into lesson 
planning and classroom time.  I also promise that I am approachable and encourage 
communication if any issues, good or bad, need to be addressed so your child can have the 
best SHARE experience possible. 

I have five children, with four of them still at home, who need my undivided attention as their 
teacher during the school day, so emailing and texting is best and I will respond as soon as I am 
able.

Below is a listing of general class info for science class this year.  Please read it in its entirety, 
print out the last page, sign it and send back in your child’s binder.  If you have multiple students 
in 3rd-6th grade, you may make a note as such and send in one signed paper for both.   Please 
keep in mind that this is a year of flexibility and grace as we all try to ride the ups-and-downs 
and altered schedules of following protocol with COVID issues.  The below class information 
may be altered as needed.  If circumstances call for us to go online at any time, lessons, some 
kind of class instruction, and suggested activities will be provided, but assignments/grading will 
be significantly altered. We will roll with whatever life hands us!   If you have any questions, 
please let me know sooner, rather than later, so there is clarity from the beginning in how 
science class will be conducted.  I look forward to partnering with you in your child’s science 
education this year.  I’m excited for what I have planned and I think the kids will be excited too!  
Please pray for a year of personal growth in their independence, their knowledge, but most 
importantly, in their love for the Lord, knowing that He is the Creator of all that we are studying!

With Love,
Sonya Morris
Email: morrissonya@comcast.net
Phone: 615-473-2330  Texting and email preferred.

Read General Class Info (3 pages) Below….
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General Class Info for 3rd-6th Grade SHARE Science

Earth Science Class Overview: In the second year of our three-year science rotation, 
we will cover the fundamentals of the four main branches of earth science, which are geology, 
meteorology, astronomy, and oceanography.  The theme of ecology and good stewardship in 
taking care of our earth will be woven into the lessons throughout the year.  We will transition 
into the life sciences at the very end of the second semester with a few weeks of botany to 
coincide with the Spring planting season.

Class Goals:  
• Foremost, SHARE is a Christ-centered tutorial, so science will be taught from a Christian 

perspective to reinforce to your child that God is our Designer and science is the study of His 
Creation. 

• To teach age-appropriate fundamentals in earth science to give them a foundation of 
knowledge to build on as they grow.

• To encourage curiosity in the sciences and provide the skill set they need to be active in that 
curiosity.  Emphasis is put more on the process of science rather than having or memorizing 
“right” answers.

• To provide a classroom environment for taking direction from a non-parent teacher and for 
peer interaction in class discussions and lab work.

• To give exposure to beginning study and note-taking skills, test taking, organizational skills, 
and critical thinking, and challenge them in a nurturing manner.

• To strongly encourage independence in taking ownership of their work and pride in their 
learning.

• To have hands-on fun while learning!

Class Material: The lesson material is researched using a variety of reputable resources, 
both Christian and secular, and integrated into weekly written lesson sheets to fit into twenty-
seven, one-hour fundamental lessons for our SHARE school year. These lessons are for 
SHARE use only and are not to be shared outside of the SHARE family.

Digging Deeper: As mentioned in the parent letter, I am a partner in your child’s science 
education and not every student has the same interest level in science, nor are they all at the 
same level academically. Occasionally, I will provide extra videos or activity suggestions to dig a 
little deeper into the material.  This is an OPTIONAL section of suggestions for those students 
who have a higher interest in the sciences and seek more of a challenge to go beyond the 
fundamentals taught in class.  Again, it is optional at the parent’s discretion.   It is not extra 
credit, nor is it to be done in place of the regular homework assignments. I can only cover so 
much in 27 one-hour teaching classes, so it is up to you to go beyond if it is what your child 
needs.  The digging deeper section will give you ideas and suggestions on how to do this. 

Homework:  3rd-6th grade science students will receive a homework checklist handout in 
class every week.  If they are absent or the checklist is misplaced, it will be posted in pdf form at 
the end of the weekly science summary on the SHARE website.  



The homework assignments are in a checklist form with points assigned to each item.  It is done 
this way for several reasons.  First, it encourages the student to be able to take ownership of 
their homework assignments when they can see in a list form what is expected of them.  
Second, it starts to teach them time management skills and how to schedule their work and 
break it into manageable steps.  Third, the points system gives them accountability as 
completing their weekly assignments is part of their grade. 

Homework will usually consist of a weekly reading lesson, supplemental (pre-screened) videos, 
and various lab notebook assignments, take-home labs, or worksheets.  Any assignments that 
will be collected for a separate grade will be marked clearly on the checklist. In total, the 
homework checklist assignments will not exceed three-days worth of science in approximately 
30 minute sessions each.  You may spread it out to four days or get it all done in two days.  This 
should accommodate the different home schedules to make it fit your needs.  Time spent on the 
homework does depend on ability and your schedule, which brings me to my fourth point 
regarding the point system…

IMPORTANT…The homework checklist point system:  As mentioned, points are assigned 
for accountability.  As they complete each assignment they (or you) are to check it off on the 
checklist.  When all assignments are completed and checked off, the parent is to add up the 
total points and sign their name on the signature line.  It is up to the parent’s discretion if all 
homework points were completed and earned and the signature communicates this to me.  This 
checklist will be turned in weekly and returned the following week.  If there are missing 
checkmarks and it is not signed, I will add up whatever checkmarks are made and deduct one 
point for a missing signature. Homework checklists are a part of their grade so it is important to 
keep up with it, not just for the points, but to prevent gaps in their knowledge as we often cover 
material in stages week to week.  

HOWEVER, one of the blessings and difficulties of homeschooling is flexibility and sometimes 
life gets in the way of our weekly schedule.  If you have an extra busy week or an unexpected 
interruption and are needing to cut down on science assignments that week, I will allow an 
adjustment once a quarter, no questions asked.  Make a note on the homework checklist for 
which assignments were not able to be completed that week and they will not be penalized with 
their percentage points. If there are extenuating circumstances that will affect several weeks, 
please contact me and we will make adjustments as needed.

If there are any issues with your child’s ability to consistently complete checklist assignments on 
a weekly basis please email me and we will come up with a solution together to better fit their 
needs.  There is a difference between laziness/not wanting to be challenged and being unable 
to complete the tasks, thus causing stress and frustration.  Do let them be challenged for their 
own personal growth, BUT I do not want to discourage or have any one in tears whether it be 
them or you because of my class.

Absences: If your child is absent, they/you are responsible for keeping up with the material 
and make up any assignments.  I will always post the weekly lesson sheet and homework 
checklist as a pdf file at the bottom of the class summary, as well as most handouts so that it is 
easy to catch up if sick or out of town.  If you know beforehand that you will be absent, please 
let me know so I can communicate any other information you need to know. 



Grading—Grades are based on the following:

• Weekly Homework checklist points—weekly completion of reading lesson and assignments
• Various Graded assignments—these assignments will be marked on the homework 

checklist as being a graded assignment
• Lab Notebooks —These will be collected once a quarter and graded based on completion 

and following the expectations listed in the front of their lab notebook.
• Semester Projects— There will be one larger project per semester that they will complete at 

home and present to their class.  (NOTE: due to the adjusted COVID schedule, there will 
NOT be a project for the first semester)

• Quarterly Tests —They will have a grade-appropriate take home test once a quarter.  The 
test will be sent home in a sealed envelope and is to be proctored by the parent and returned 
in a signed and sealed envelope.

• Class Participation  
• EXTRA CREDIT: extra credit opportunities are offered at least twice a quarter

Parent responsibility: 
•Checking the Website (sharetutorial.org): We are partners in your child’s science 

education so it is important for you to be aware of what they are learning in class each week. 
This is also how I communicate to the parents. Please, please check the class page on the 
SHARE website every week.  By 9:00am every Wednesday morning the following will be 
posted: a short summary of what we did in class on Tuesday, any important reminders or notes 
to the parent, video links for easy access to homework videos, and pdfs of class materials. 

• Make sure your child is prepared and has everything they need for class.  Every week 
they must have their science binder, lab notebook, completed and signed homework checklist, 
any assignments that need to be turned in for grading, as well as their pencil, colored pencils, 
and a glue stick for adding to the lab notebook.  The lab notebook is especially important as we 
work out of it every week.

•Your child is the student, not you.  This may sound blunt but you are doing a 
disservice to your child by doing their work for them and not allowing them to learn how to take 
ownership of their work.  I accept creative spelling if your child is not the greatest speller.  I also 
accept “less than perfect” assignments if it is the child’s own work and will be sure to give them 
praise for their efforts so they are encouraged to grow in a nurturing environment.

• Communicate with me or with Ms. Christy whenever needed.

I have read and understand the General Class Guidelines for 3rd-6th Grade SHARE 

Science and will contact the teacher with any questions or need for clarification.  

Parent Signature: ______________________________________________________________

Date: ____________________________

http://sharetutorial.org

