
Instructions: Make a saturated solution of borax and hot water.  
You will need adult supervision when making the solution. Boil 
water and add about 2-3 cups of the water to the glass jar 
(depending on jar size). The jar should be filled enough to cover 
the candy cane when submerged.  Mix in the borax packet.  The 
borax will not fully dissolve so just give it a stir. The borax will stay 
suspended in the solution which is what forms the crystals.

    

Loosely tie the ribbon or string (save the ribbon for after if you do 
not wish for the ribbon to be soaked) around the hook of the 
candy cane.  Slip the popsicle stick through the loop and place 
across the top of the jar, submerging the candy cane fully in the 
solution without touching the sides of the jar. You do not want the 
pipe cleaner to touch any part of the jar or the crystals will make it 
stick inside.  Leave in a safe place where the jar will not be 
disturbed or knocked over.  Crystals will begin to form in about 
three hours.  Leave for at least 24 hours until covered in crystals.  


When finished, pull out and let dry on a paper towel.  If you used 
the string, cut it off and add the red ribbon.  Hang on your tree!  If 
stored and wrapped in tissue paper, the ornament should last 
several years. 


Refer to this website for picture instructions and an explanation of 
the science behind why the crystals appear.  Isn’t chemistry cool?!

https://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/christmas-crystal-candy-
canes-science-activity/ 

Crystal Candy Cane Ornament
What You’ll Need: 
• 6 Tbsp. Borax (in kit)
• Pipe Cleaner Candy Cane (in kit)
• String or ribbon (in kit)
• Popsicle stick (in kit)
• Water (2-3 cups)
• Glass Mason Jar or Glass cup (Glass works best to 

make big crystals)
• Spoon
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